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Checkpoint: Social Thinking and Social Influence Quiz
Part 1 
Indicate your answer by highlighting your choice. Part 1 is worth 30 points. 
1. Which of the following defines an in-group as the term is used in social psychology?

a. a group that that is admired for its display of current fashion trends

b. a group that is most knowledgeable about an important topic

c. a group that has easy access to restricted places or areas

d. a group with which a person a person mainly identifies
2. The theory of social comparison was proposed by which psychologist?

a. Sigmund Freud

b. Leon Festinger
c. Carl Rogers

d. Carl Jung

3. Which of the following conditions would make it more difficult for people to conform to a group decision with which they disagree?

a. the presence of another person who agrees with them

b. low self-esteem

c. living in Japan

d. caring about the opinions of others
4. You receive a disappointing grade on a test and conclude that it was because the questions were written poorly. Your friend receives a poor grade on the same test, and you conclude that she did not study enough. This kind of thinking is an example of

a. social comparison theory

b. self-handicapping

c. actor-observer bias

d. coercive power

5. The components of an attitude include all of the following except

a. emotions

b. genetics

c. beliefs

d. actions

6. Stella is a member of a church that teaches that drinking alcohol is a sin, an attitude that she adopted without question. When she goes off to college, she finds that most of her peers do not share her attitude. She attends a social event with her college friends and decides to have a glass of wine, reasoning that a small amount of alcohol is okay, but drunkenness is a sin. Which concept from social psychology explains why Stella changed her attitude toward alcohol? 

a. justification

b. cognitive dissonance

c. actor-observer bias

d. social loafing

7. Ambrose loves classic cars and has his heart set on buying a vintage sports car that he found advertised online. He enjoys working on cars and looks forward to restoring the car to its former glory. He arranges to see it and takes along a friend who is an auto mechanic. The friend advises against buying the car because it has mechanical problems that would be costly to repair. Ambrose really wants the car, but decides against buying it because of his friend’s advice. His decision is an example of the influence of which social psychology concept?

a.  norms

b. self-handicapping

c. attribution

d. expert power

8. Failure of policy-makers to think critically in the presence of a group to which they were particularly loyal has been identified as a contributing cause to many international crises. Coon and Mitterer refer to these incidents as examples of which social psychology concept?

a. attribution

b. groupthink

c. social facilitation

d. self-handicapping

9. Della’s closest friends wear all black clothing, paint their nails black, and wear dramatic black eye makeup. Although she is not crazy about the look, Della adopts it as well. The social psychology concept that best explains her decision is

a. autokinetic effect

b. group cohesiveness

c. fundamental attribution error

d. legitimate power

10. A teenager selling magazine subscriptions to earn a scholarship to band camp knocks on your door. You explain that you do not want to buy any magazines, and she then asks if you would like to purchase one of the $1.00 candy bars she is also selling. You buy two candy bars. You have just been influenced by which persuasion effect?

a. foot-in-the-door

b. obedience

c. door-in-the-face

d. lowball

Part 2

Type your answer in the space to the right of each question. Part 2 is worth 30 points. 
	1. Dorothy runs a successful business that requires long hours at work. She struggles to find time to manage work demands and be available to her two teenage children. This is an example of what concept in social psychology?
	

	2. Geraldine notices that her coworkers regularly take extra office supplies for personal use. Although she usually would consider it unethical to take items that do not belong to her, it seems to be an accepted practice at work, so she occasionally takes paper clips or sticky notes home with her. This is an example of the power of ​​​​_____. 
	

	3. Winston was disappointed with the C he got on a chemistry exam, but he felt better after learning that most of the class failed it. This is an example of ____.
	

	4. Louise observes that her boss leaves work early every Friday afternoon. She concludes that he is taking advantage of his position to enjoy an early start to the weekend. Unknown to Louise, the boss actually leaves early to pick up his mother from a distant nursing facility and take her to his home for the weekend. According to the text, what is Louise’s mistake called?
	

	5.  Wendell repeatedly puts off homework until the night before assignments are due, and his grades reflect his lack of study. He does not feel badly about his poor grades because he believes he could do better if he tried harder. This is an example of what concept of social psychology?
	

	6.  The tendency to work less when part of a group rather than being individually responsible for the work is called _____.
	

	7. True or false: Attitudes are sometimes formed as a result of a few coincidental experiences.
	

	8.  What reason did the text give to explain why adolescents are vulnerable to recruitment into cults?
	

	9. True or false: People can be brainwashed by the shows they choose to watch on television.
	

	10. Buster’s friends stopped inviting him to their parties because he always drank too much and started arguments. He was told that he would be welcome if he changed this behavior. This is an example of ____.
	

	11. Alison avoids social interactions and rarely leaves her home. She is troubled by her isolation. These symptoms are indicative of what mental disorder?
	

	12. Shelby purchased several professional outfits to wear to work when she landed a new job. She was always the best-dressed employee in her office, as her coworkers dressed casually. A few weeks into the job, she began dressing more casually, too. This is an example of what concept in social psychology?
	

	13. Todd and Tallulah attended a promotional talk on time-share properties in Hawaii. Knowing that the sales person would present a very enticing picture of time-share ownership, they decided to do some research on the costs, advantages, and disadvantages of investing in a property. This is an example of what strategy to avoid being pressured into compliance?  
	

	14. Darren discovered that his paycheck was short by $85. He stormed into the payroll office, threw his check on the desk, and loudly berated the payroll clerk for her incompetence. When reprimanded by his boss for this behavior, Darren insisted he was simply being assertive. According to the text, is Darren correct? Explain your response.
	

	15. True or false: Watching a lot of violent television shows can lead people to feel mistrustful and to overestimate their own chances of being harmed.
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